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1 AN ACT ...; relating to: fees for election recounts.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau

Currently, any candidate who receives votes in an election and any elector who
votes in a referendum may petition for a recount of the votes cast¥ If the difference
)('Qf\ between the votes cast for the leading candidate and those cast for the petitioner or
the difference between the affirmative and negative votes cast upon any referendum
%&msfémm if 1,000 or fewer votes are castor not more than 0.5 percent
of the total votes cast for the office or on the question if more than 1,000 %otes are cast, X
the petitioner is not required to pay a fee. If the difference is at least @’go/t?s'm/
or fewer votes are cast or more than 0.5'bercent but not more than 2 ﬁercent of the
total votes if more than 1,000 votes are cast, the petitioner must pay a fee of $5 "fxer
ward or $5‘£)er municipality if a municipality is not divided into wardsY If the
difference is more than 2*percent of the total vote cast, the petitioner must pay a fee
in an amount equal to the actual cost of performing the recount)

This bill provides thatgif the differgnce between the votes cast for the leading ¥
candidate and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the #
afﬁrmagive and negative votes cast upon any re‘f/'erendum question is at least @%’rm Yer
if 1,000 or fewer votes are cast or more than 0.5 percent of the total votes if more than
1,000 votes are cast, the petitioner must pay a fee in an amount equal to the actual
cost of performing the recount.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:
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SECTION 1
1 SECTION 1. 9.01 (1) (ad) of the statutes is amended to read:
2 9.01 (1) (ad) Upon receiving a petition for a recount, the clerk or body receiving

3 the petition shall eaieulate—any—fe&due—uaéeﬁéa&éag}m\{easonably estimate

4 any fee due under par. (ag) 2. The clerk or body shall provide the petitioner promptly
5 with the tetal-due-or estimate?/

History: 1971 c. 251; 1971 ¢. 304 5. 29 (2); 1971 ¢. 336; 1973 ¢. 313; 1973 ¢. 334 ss. 23 t0 26, 57; 1975 ¢. 41, 422; 1977 c. 394 5. 53; 1977 c. 427; 1979 c. 200; 1979 c. 260
8s. 66 to 68, 93; 1979 ¢. 311, 355; 1983 a. 183; 1983 a. 484 5. 172 (3); 1983 g 538; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 192; 1993 a. 213; 1997 a. 27; 1999 a. 49, 182; 2001 a. 16;
2003 a. 265, 321; 2005 a. 149, 451; 2007 a. 1, 96; 2011 a. 785, 115.

6 SECTION 2. 9.01 (1) (ag) 1. of the statutes is amended to read:

7 9.01 (1) (ag) 1. If the difference between the votes cast for the leading candidate

8 and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the affirmative and

9 negative votes cast upon any referendum question is less fewex}/than 10 if 1,000 or
10 less votes are cast or not more than 8:5% 0.5 percent\gf the total votes cast for the
11 office or on the question if more than 1,000 votes are cast following canvassing of all
12 valid provisional and absentee ballots, the petitioner is not required to pay a fee.

History: 1971 c. 251; 1971 c. 304 5. 29 (2); 1971 ¢. 336; 1973 ¢. 313; 1973 ¢. 334 55. 23 t0 26, 57; 1975 c. 41, 422; 1977 ¢. 394 5. 53; 1977 ¢. 427; 1979 c. 200; 1979 c. 260
s8. 66 to 68, 93; 1979 ¢. 311, 355; 1983 a. 183; 1983 a. 484 s, 172 (3); 1983 a. 538; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 192; 1993 a. 213; 1997 a. 27; 1999 a. 49, 182; 2001 a. 16;
2003 a. 265, 321; 2005 a. 149, 451; 2007 a. 1, 96; 2011 a. 75, 115.

13 SEcTION 3. 9.01 (1) (ag) 1m.of the statutes is repealed.

14 SECTION 4. 9.01 (1) (ag) Z%f the statutes is amended to read:

15 9.01 (1) (ag) 2. If the difference between the votes cast for the leading candidate
16 and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the affirmative and
@ negative votes cast upon any referendum question is at lgggt\/lo if él,OOO or fewer
18 votes are cast or is more than 2% 0,5Vpgrcent if more than 1,000 votes are cast
19 following canvassing of all valid provisional and absentee ballots, the petitioner shall
20 pay a fee equal to the actual cost of performing the recount in each ward for which
21 the petition requests a recount, or in each municipality for which the petition request
22 requests a recount where no wards exist.

History: 1971 c. 251; 1971 ¢. 304 5. 29 (2); 1971 ¢. 336; 1973 c. 313; 1973 ¢. 334 ss. 23 to0 26, 57; 1975 ¢. 41, 422; 1977 c. 394 5. 53; 1977 c. 427; 1979 ¢. 200; 1979 ¢. 260
ss. 66 10 68, 93; 1979 ¢. 311, 355; 1983 a. 183; 1983 a. 484 5. 172 (3); 1983 a. 538; 1985 a. 304; 1987 a. 391; 1989 a. 192; 1993 a. 213; 1997 a. 27; 1999 a. 49, 182; 2001 a. 16;
2003 a. 265, 321; 2005 a. 149, 451; 2007 a. 1, 96; 2011 a. 75, 115.
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SECTION §

.......

SEcTION 5. Initial applicability.
(1) This act first applies with respect to recounts of elections held on the
effective date of this subsection.

(END)
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Representative Ballweg:
v

Please review this draft carefully to ensure that it is consistent with your intent.

Joseph T. Kreye

Senior Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266—2263

E-mail: joseph.kreye@legis.wisconsin.gov
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Representative Ballweg:

Please review this draft carefully to ensure that it is consistent with your intent.

Joseph T. Kreye

Senior Legislative Attorney

Phone: (608) 266-2263

E-mail: joseph.kreye@legis.wisconsin.gov
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1 AN ACT to repeal 9.01 (1) (ag) 1m.; and to amend 9.01 (1) (ad), 9.01 (1) (ag) 1.

2 and 9.01 (1) (ag) 2. of the statutes; relating to: fees for election recounts.

Analysis by the Legislative Reference Bureau (f
mws votes in an election and any eléctor who
votes in a referendum may petition for a recount of the votes cast. If the difference
between the votes cast for the leading candidate and those cast for the petitioner or !
the difference between the affirmative and negative votes cast upon any referendum |
question is fewer than ten if 1,000 or fewer votes are cast or not more than 0.5 percent
of the total votes cast for the office or on the question if more than 1,000 votes are cast,
the petitioner is not required to pay a fee. If the difference is at least ten votes if 1,000
or fewer votes are cast or more than 0.5 percent but not more than 2 percent of the
total votes if more than 1,000 votes are cast, the petitioner must pay a fee of $5 per
ward or $5 per municipality if a municipality is not divided into wards. If the
difference is more than 2 percent of the total vote cast, the petitioner must pay a fee
in an amount equal to the actual cost of performing the recount.

This bill provides that, if the difference between the votes cast for the leading
candidate and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the affirmative |
and negative votes cast upon any referendum question is at least ten votes if 1,000 |
\or fewer votes are cast or more than 0.5 percent of the total votes if more than 1,000
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@s are cast, the petitioner must pay a fee in an amount equal to the actual cos@
_ performing the recount.

The people of the state of Wisconsin, represented in senate and assembly, do
enact as follows:

SEcTION 1. 9.01 (1) (ad;vuftﬁce’éféf“utes 1s amended to read: g N

/ 9.01 (1) (ad) Upon receiving a petition for a recount, the clerk or body receiving E

the petitipn shall ealeulate-any fee-due-under par—{(ag)-lm-or reaggnably estimate
any fee due Wnder par. (ag) 2. The clerk or body shall provide the'petitioner promptly

with the total-due-or estimate.

SECTION 2. NQ1 (1) (ag) 1. of the statutes is amerded to read:

9.01 (1) (ag) 1. IRthe difference between the vofes cast for the leading candidate
and those cast for the pdtitioner or the diffgrence between the affirmative and
negative votes cast upon any referendum guestion is less fewer than 10 if 1,000 or

*

less votes are cast or not more than 0-8% 0.5 percent of the total votes cast for the

office or on the question if more thgh 1,800 votes are cast following canvassing of all
valid provisional and absenteeballots, the Retitioner is not required to pay a fee.
SECTION 3. 9.01 (1) (g€) 1m. of the statutsg is repealed.
SECTION 4. 9.01 (X) (ag) 2. of the statutes is awended to read:

9.01 (1) (ag) 2 /1f the difference between the votes cagt for the leading candidate

and those cast for the petitioner or the difference betwedqn the affirmative and

|
negative volés cast upon any referendum question is at least 10 ifN 000 or fewer votes /

,a*'»*”’"""w/m“"‘ww
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requests a recount, or in each municipality for which the petition request reg;;tﬁ
S
recount where no wards exist. R

SEcCTION 5. Initial applicability.
(1) This act first applies with respect to recounts of elections held on the
effective date of this subsection.

(END)
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Fg€s for election recounts

Currently, any candidate who receives votes in an election and any elector who \\E
votes in a referendum may petition for a recount of the votes cast. If the difference
between the votes cast for the leading candidate and those cast for the petitioner or
the difference between the affirmative and negative votes cast upon any referendum
question is at least tenWotes if 1,000 or fewer“gotes are cast or more than 0.5 percent
but not more than Z’f)ercent of the total votes if more than 1,000 votes are cast, the
petitioner must pay a fee of $5‘{)er ward or $5'per municipality if a municipality is
not divided into wards. The f increAles that amount to $25 per K
ward or $25 per municipality*if a municipality is not divided into wards. nd ing 4

ucted by another method. The board of canvassers
for only certain wards or election districts.

HOBBYING

Reporting of attempts to influence legisldtive action by state agencies

Current law réquires employees and officers of state agencies who attempt to
influence legislative adtjon to biennially fife a statement that identifies the name of
the agency; the name, tithe, and salary paid to the employee or officer; the amount
of time spent on the activityzand the ggheral area of legislative action the employee
or officer has attempted to infdbyence. For purposes of this requirement, the statutes
define “agency” to mean “any\bogrd, commission, department, office, society,
institution of higher education, codcil, or committee in the state government” and
certain authorities created under gtate law, except that “agency” does not include a
council or committee of the legislaturd, This substitute amendment requires the
officer or employee to report the number'gf each introduced bill on which the officer
or employee attempts to influepce legislative action.

Attempts to influence state/procurement\lecisions

Under current law, no fgrmer state public 0fficial, other than a former legislator
or legislative employee, maf, for compensation, dg any of the following on behalf of
any person other than a ggvernmental entity for a period of 12 months following the
date on which he or she £eases to be a state public official: 1) make any formal or
informal appearance before, or negotiate with, any offider or employee of the agency
with which he or she Was associated as a state public offcial within the 12 months
prior to the date on which he or she ceased to be a state publjc official; or 2) make any
formal or informal #ppearance before, or negotiate with, any officer or employee of
an agency in conngction with any judicial or quasi—judicial preceeding, application,
contract, claim, gr charge which might give rise to a judicid] or quasi-judicial
proceeding whigh was under the former official’s responsibility\as a state public
official within the 12 months prior to the date on which he or she ceaged to be a state
public official/ Also under current law, no former state public officia}, other than a
former legisjator or legislative employee, may, for compensation, act on'Rehalf of any
party othef than the state in connection with any judicial or quagi-judicial
proceeding, application, contract, claim, or charge that might give rise to 'y judicial
or quasjtjudicial proceeding in which the former official participated personjlly and
substaftially as a state public official.
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8.06 Special elections may be called. Towns, cities, yfllages, and school
districts \may call special elections for any purpose wHMenever s action is
authorized 0¢ required by law—Ifan, and may include gcall for a special referendum.
A special electidp is-called that includes a call fop/a special referendum;-the-election
shall be noticed unger s 8.55.

SECTION 44. 8.05')((>f the statutesAs created to read:

8.065 Scheduling of refereddums. (1) In this section, “Local governmental
unit” means a political subdiy{sion of this state, a special purpose district in this
state, an instrumentality 6r corpdgation of such a political subdivision or special
purpose district, a gombination or\subunit of any of the foregoing, or an
instrumentality of'the state and any of the foregoing.

(2) Upless otherwise required by la¥_a referendum held by any local
governmefital unit that is authorized or required b}x]law to hold a referendum may

be hel only concurrently with the spring primary, spring\election, partisan primary,

SECTIONﬁ.' 9.01 (1) (ag) lm.ocof the statutes is amended to read:

9.01 (1) (ag) 1m. If the difference between the votes cast for the leading
candidate and those cast for the petitioner or the difference between the affirmative
and negative votes cast upon any referendum question is at least 10 if 1,000 or less
fewer Yotes are cast or is more than 0:5% 0.5 pergent{)ut not more than 2%\5/2 percent,
if more than 1,000 votes are cast following canvassing of all valid provisional and
absentee ballots, the petitioner shall pay a fee of $5 ﬁJfor each ward for which the

v
petition requests a ballot recount, or $5 $25 for each municipality for which the
(emc\, ns -2

petition requests a recount where no wards exist. s
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